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How a Bill Becomes a LawNew Hampshire

Adapted from the New Hampshir&lmanac*

An idea forchangeor improvementin the lawsof New Hampshire
must first be drafted int@billin proper formandlanguageAbillis
proposed legislation under consideratibga legislature. Private
citizens,nterest groups, headf state agenciesnd even the
Governomust first finda sponsorin the legislativebodyto submit
anlLegislative Service RequfisSR). AbSR is filingmadebya
legislator for gproposed biland submitted to theOfficeof
Legislative Servicta havea bill drafted. It isthen assignea bill
docketnumber. Draft bill&€omefrom the 400electedmembersof New Hampshir&tateHouseDome.

the NewHampshire Housef Representativeand the 24members Photograph fronthe NHGeneral Courtebsite.
of the New Hampshire Senatdll drafted bills musbe approved

andsigned bythe sponsorindegislator. Alco-sponsors must also approaad signthe drafted bill.

Howthe Billis Presentedo the Legislature

The originatinglrafted SenateBill (SB)or House
Bill(HB)isfirstgiventothe{ Sy | (S / tdEN] Qa hFFAOS
thel 2 dza S / i §tohyhicheverbadghe O S
sponsor belongsYhebillisintroduced when the
House orSenate adopta motionreferringto bills
by number onlyin accordancevith the listin the
possessiomwf the Clerk. The biit read twicein the
Insidethe House of Representatives Chambers earlysession. lis thenassignedo acommittee
Photograph fronthe NHGeneral Court website. andsent to be printed. Th€resident othe
Senateor the Speakeof the House assigrike bill
to astanding committee. The choioé this
committeeis made on the basis stibject matter,
as outlined irRuleof the Housecovering the
jurisdictions ofthe standing committees. The New
Hampshire Constitution providélsat allmoney
bills (those imposing nemeans to raisenoney)
mustoriginate in theHouse, but the Senataay

Insidethe Senate Chambers propose,or concur withamendmentsas on other
Photograph fronthe NHGeneral Counvebsite. bills

StandingCommittees

Standing committees for thelouseand Senateare appointed byhe Speakenf the House and théresidenbf the
Senate respectively. Appointments to committees av@deby the President or Speakewith the adviceof the minority
partyfloor leader.

TheBill and CommitteeHearings

Every bill introducedndreferredto acommittee must have public hearinginless the rulesire suspended btgvo-
thirds of the memberspresent.NewHampshirds one of thefew states requiring publichearing on albills.
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Testimony at and Conduaif CommitteeHearings

The Committee Chair announdde numberand title of thebill at the beginningof the hearing.Peoplewishingto testify
beforethe committee arerequired to rise, addresthe Chairman, give their names, addresses #rahpearingas a
lobbyist, state such to the Clerk. Thasdavorof the billandthose againsthe bill alternate in speaking at aliearings.
Thosewishing tospeak leavéheir nameswith the Committee Clerk andre calledin order.

The Chaihas theduty to callto order a speaker ndteepingremarksto the point. Thepurposeof apublichearing iso
givetestimonyandinformation, not to arguer inquire. The lengtlof time allowedany onespeakemaybe limited by
the committee.If acitizencannotbe presentat ahearinga written statementmaybe submitted tathe Clerkof the
committee.Onlycommittee members magiskquestionsof the speaker. Speakers may not ask questioithe
committeeor other speakersAnyone maysubmitamendmentso abill. It isadvisablehat on any such amendment,
pertinentinformationor testimony should be duplicated sbat allcommittee membersvill havea copy. Wherall
personshave been heard, the Chair declares the puléiaringclosed If the Chairdeterminesthat the committee
needs mordnformationor the bill needs additional amendments, loe shemayschedulea worksessiorfor the full
committeeor asubcommittee.

TheBill and CommitteeDeliberation

Committeedeliberation anddecisionisconductedn executivesessionA majoritymustbe presentin order totake
action.The publianayobserve committees executive sessioas theytake their finalvote on abill. Areportis
submitted tothe Clerkof the Senateor House entitled: Ought t®asgOTP), Oughb Pass wittAmendmentOTPA),
Inexpediento Legislate (ITL), RRefer to Committeeyr Referto Interim Study.

B OTPArecommendatiorby the committeeindicating that thecommittee supportshe bill.

B OTPAArecommendation byhe committee indicatinghat the committee supportghe bill with an
amendment(s).

m ITL: Aecommendation byhe committeeindicatingthat the committeeis againsthe bill.

m ReReferto Committee:Acommitteereport only inthe firstyearsession.

B Refer tolnterim StudyA committeereport only inthe secondyearsession.

TheBillon the Floor of theHouseor Senate

All bills may bected upon thedayafter thecommitteereport appearsin the Houseor
Senate calendarAny amendments proposed liye committeewhichmake material
changesn the originabill mustbe printedin the calendar.

Action onbillsistakenon the secondeading on thefloor of the Houseor Senate. Debate,
if any, isheldandamendmentsare madeat thistime. A bill is considereckilledwhenthe
House orSenatevotesto adoptthe committee reportof “Inexpedient to legislate 8r

when a motiorfrom the floor to "Indefinitely postponefs adopted. Aftera bill haspassed
the bodyof the Legislaturén which it originated, it isenton to the otherbody whereit G Lta ALEE
goes throughsimilar proceduresexceptfor bills containingn appropriation. Froma School HousRockisegment1976

Bills AppropriatingMoney

Appropriation Bills arproposedawsthat authorize the expendituref government funds. Thesre sent tothe House
Einance Committe®r to the Senate Finance Committeeither as an initiastepor after favorable floor actioon bills
sent toother committees.
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AmendedBills

Everybill mustbe passedn identicalform by eachboth the Houseand the Senatebeforeit is sentto the Governor If a
bill hasbeenamendedby the non-originatingbody, it is sentbackto the originatingbodyfor concurrenceAt this point,
there arethree options

B The originating body concurst agreesand thebill is sent to theGovernor.

B Theoriginatingbody non-concurs,or doesnot agree,and requestsa Committeeof Conferenc{COCp nthe
two bodies In this casethe Speakeiof the Houseor SenatePresidenmormallyappointsa conferencecommittee
of membersof both housesto work out acompromise

B The originating body doe®ot concur,no COGsrequestedand thebill dies.

All reports of conference committees must be distributediie membersof eachbodybeforeaction carbetaken. The
originatingbodyactsfirst ona conference&eommitteereport.

EnrolledBills

Whena bill haspassedoth the Houseandthe Senateijt is sentto the Committeeon Rulesand EnrolledBillsfor the
purposeof enrolling Thiscommittee carefullyexamineshe bill for clericalerrors or formal imperfections In caseof
sucherrors, it reportsthembackto both housesfor amendmentin thoseparticularsonly.

Once the bills signedby the Speakeof the House or Senatresidentthe billisforwarded to the Secretargf State
who transmitsit to the Governor. Imay be recalled frorthe Governor any timéefore it isacted uponpya majority
voteof the Senater House, whichevdasthad possession.

TheFinal Acceptancer Rejectionof aBill

If the legislature hasot adjourned, the Governdrasfive daysn
whichto signthe bill, vetothe bill, or allowthe measure to pass
without signature Whenthe billis signedjt becomedaw. Ifit is
neithersigned nowvetoed, itbecomes law without signature.

If the bill is vetoed, it returnsto the bodywhereit originated Thisveto
canbe overturnedwith a two-thirds majority vote in eachbody. It then
becomesaw without the D 2 @ S N3igaiE Without the two-thirds
affirmativevote in both bodies the vetoisupheld

If the Legislaturehasadjourned,the Governorhasfive days(excluding

Sundaysand holidays)in whichto signthe bill. Abill will die or become Governor Sununu Signiagill IntoLaw
ad L2 @ SSiiat & not signed Eachbill carriesin its final paragraphs Fromwww.govemnor.nh.gov

the specificdatethat it isto gointo effect

Howto Findthe Bill Languagen Statute (Law)

Most billsmodify or addanguageo existingstatutes,and thebill textwill identify eitherthe new statute numbeor the
existingstatute section(s) beinmodified. Toseethe revised law irits entirety onceit iseffective, findthe appropriate
RevisedStatutes AnnotatedRSApumberin the online listof statutes

*SourceTheNew Hampshire Almanac is compiled by thewv Hampshire State Librrom state
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e 2019 LEGISLATION
NEW HAMPSHIRE TAX COLLECTOR ASSOCIATION

NHTCA tracked approximateéd® billswhich were related to
1) Tax, 2) Assessing, 3) Municipal Officials, 4) Métbircles* etc.
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HB 128 Establishing Committee to Study Veterans Property Tax Credits and

Exemptions
Signed by Governor, Effective 6/18/19
Study Committeenet 9/24/19. Final report due 11/1/19
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HB 391¢ Re Permits for Vehicle ReqistratioqRequires Photo ID for New
RegistrationsSigned by Governor, eff. 06/21/2019

AmendRSA 261:144-11 to read as follows:

|. Acurrent, governmentissued photo identification card and eertificate of title if
required by the provisions of this chapter, or application for such certificate of title; or
Il. In the case of a vehicle exempted from the title requirements of this chapter
current, governmerntissued photo identification card and

(a) A bill of sale from such previous owner; or

(b) If the previous owner was a dealer in vehicles, a temporary registration certificate
or an application for a certificate of title.

106:2 Effective Date.This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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HB 409 Municipal Transportation Improvement Fee VETOED BY GOVERNOR
The bill would have increased from $5 to $10, the maximum fee that a municipality may
collect under RSA 261:153, VI.

This local option fee was first enacted in 1997 to help municipalities rais@mmerty

tax revenue specifically for transportatioaelated improvements and services.

In his veto message di#B 409 the Governorstated that citizens already feel they pay
KAIK Y2(02N) OSKAOEtS NBIAAUNY GAZ2Y FSSa Iy
STFAOASYOe YR NBRdAzOAY3 ¢l aidsS NI OGHKEN (K
House passed this bill by a little more than the #hods majority needed to override a
veto, and the Senate fell one vote short of a tinrds majority, so

The vote to override the veto lacked the 2/3 majority in tHeéouse: 221-157
NHTCASupported/Testified
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HB 464¢ Re. Definitionof Solar and Winebowered Energy SystemsAlso allows
cities/towns to adopt a property tax exemption for electric energy and storage systems
Signed by Governor, Effectivi®/15/19

HB517¢ Repealing municipal permits for reqistration of vehicles
ITL(Inexpedient to Legislation)
NHTCA Lobbyist Signed in OPPOSED

HB563¢ Fees for failing to reqgister a MV

Would amend RSA 261:40 to $100 fpex day Intent of bill to address current
problem ofNH vehicles (Semi Trailers, etegisteringin Maine/other states.
NHTCAUPPORTED/Testified
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HB 613¢ Mandatory Auto Insurance

Bill requires proof of auto insurance at time of registration with policy term coverage
through registration expiration date.

CommitteeWorksessiori0/1/19 ¢ Bill was referred to Interim Study (slow/quiet death,
unless resubmitted in next bienniym

NHTCAOPPOSED/Testimony Submitted.

SB37 ¢ Re. registration of motor vehicles by NONRESIDENTS
Signed by Governor, effective 1/1/20

Bill Text Requires affidaviswearing principally garaged or is regularly kept
overnight in NH and that applicant owns at least one other vehicle which is registered
YR AYyadz2NBER AYy GKS adalrasS 27F LI AOFyYylQa
NHTCAOPPOSED/Testified
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SB 67¢ Relative to Definitions of Resident and Residen&ylowingout-of-state new
residents to keep theirowof-a G I 1S R NA @S NXf&tatd régiStayoa uitil they R
expire in their previous state

NHTCA OPPOSED/Testified

VETOED BY GOVERNGHIstained, lacking necessary 2/3 vote.

SB92 ¢ Re transfer of vehicleownership
Signedby Governor, Effectivel/ 1/ 20

Bill Text Requiresprimary lesseeto be listed asthe first personon Certif of
Registrationrand his/her DOBdeterminesregistrationexpirationdate.
NHTCA_obbyistSignedn SUPPORT
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SB 15& Re town/city membership in nonprofit, nonpartisan organization and
prohibiting recipients of municipal or county funds from using such funds for
lobbying.
Rereferredto Committee (Senate Election Law & Municipal Affairs)

Bill Text
NHTCA OPPOSED/Testified

SB 23& Re registration of MVs owned byeterans
Authority granted to cities/towns to waive municipal permit fee for veteran who is
former prisoner of war, awarded Purple Heart, or survived Pearl Harbor.
Signed by Governor; effectiv@/17/19
Bill Text
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’ Thank you! ’

Questions?




